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Slovak Republicis a country located in Central Europe, surrounded by
the CzechRepublic,Poland,Ukraine,Hungaryand Austria

AlthoughSlovakiais a small country, it is able to offer a lot to its visitors.
From the natural point of view it is the second most wooded country of
Europe and in its mountains offers a lot of possibilities of winter and
summer recreation In Slovakiathere is a geographiccenter of Europe

Castlesand manorhouses attract many tourists thanks to their beauty.
Slovakia is rich in mining history and in its mining towns offers many
mining historical landmarks.

In Slovakia,there are discoveredand registered1200 cavesof which 14
are public accessible

Slovak spas are another attraction for tourism. These have a long
tradition. Slovak spas are fed by the springs with extraordinary healing
properties. It focuses in particular on the musculoskeletaland circulatory
system, metabolic, respiratory, neurologicaland other diseases Verygood
results are achievedin the treatment of posttraumatic conditions. /
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General information

on the Slovak Republic Slovakiais an ideal investment destination mainly because
T r— of its political & economic stability strengthened by the
S e ¥ common Europeancurrency Euro, competitive taxation system
tax, availability of highly skilled and educated workforce offering
the highestlabour productivity in the CEEregion with favorable
labour costs.

Infrastructure that is growing steadily, large selection of
industrial land and offices available for purchase or lease,
harmonized investment incentives and high innovation
potential for R&D projects are further assets of the country.
Last but not least, the country has a favorable location in the
heart of the Europe, between East and West, and between
Poland,Hungary,Austriaand the CzechRepublic

Slovakia, the country in the heart of Europe, offers great
advantagesto foreigninvestors strategiclocation between East
and West with great export potential, the common European
currency Euro and eight lowest debt of GDPin the ELWR7. In

: 2010 Slovak economyrecorded a 4% GDPgrowth, one of the
‘‘‘‘ highestin EU Bythe end of 2011, the GDPgrowth fell to 3.3%
but with the positive outlook for 2012. The European
Commissionforecast expects Slovak economyto grow by 2,6%
; in 2012 and reach the highest GDP growth in Eurozone In
- 2011 the inflation reached 3.9%
The country enjoys positive ratings from international rating
e o companies and gained the best position among the CEE
K - _‘_ countriesin WorldB a n d@irgyBusinessReport2008 -2013. /

Population 5.4 million
Capital Bratislva

Bratislava, Trnava, Trengin, Nitra,
Regions Zilina, Banski Bystrica, Presov,
Koice

EU, Euro Area, Schengen Area,
Mesaber &b OECD, WTO, NATO, etc.

Currency Euro (since 1 January 2009)
Time zone GMT + 1 hour

Parliamentary system

Official language ~Slovak

Electoral system Proportional representation

Proportional 4 years (Parliament)
representation S years (President)
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The B a n s By#&rica region is the largest
and the least densely populated region of
Slovakia It is situated in the southern part of
Central Slovakiaand is formed by lowlands in
the south and mountains in the north. The
region shares a common national border only
with Hungary It shares its remaining borders
with five other regions of Slovakia Nitra,
Tr endizlnP na @uwwk o Gi Theeregion
has severaltypes of settlements, ranging from
the city of B a n sBydrica itself, to medium-
sized cities, towns, villages and small
settlements throughout the mountains and
lowlands The region is divided into 13
districts.

Somestrong points of the regionare: affluence of work force; high educationallevel in regional centres, big base of raw
materials for many sectors, good position in export of metallurgy, wood processing, glass processing, ceramic and
chemical industry; affluence of free brown and greenfields suitable for building of industrial parks and zones suitable
nature, climate and cultural conditions for developmentof tourism with sources of mineral, thermal and healing springs
the highestunemploymentin Slovakiaand verylow wages

Mainly because of the region'slong mining tradition, its dominant industry is metallurgy, which represents more than
60% of all industrial exportsand is the primary area of activity of the region'slargestenterprises Otherimportant sectors
are woodwork, engineering, chemistry, pharmacy and food processing The regional centre of B a n s RyStrica
meanwhile, which once aspired to being the administrative centre for the whole of Slovakia,is becoming more service
and trade oriented. /
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Ostrava Katowice Theentire road systemin the regionincludes 3 144 km of
roads, of which 574 are first class roads. There are two
significant roads crossing the region, the north-south one,

Prg%ﬁg classifiedas the E 77 in the Europeanroad network, and the
Uherské eastwest road, classifiedas E 571, E5S8 = R1 (Expressway.

—

-

Hradiste eZilina D1 ) The region has one international airport, at S | | vehicth is
— inuse Zlin . used for charteredflights.
—  under construction Martin ® . Twomain railwaysconnectingS | o v askuthavithsnorth
in preparation D1 Ruz Ir.b y g . .
e D1 HzomBel and west with east crossthe region Theyare integrated into

an extensivenetwork of regionalrailroads.

i The suppliers of telephone services are Slovak Telekom,
T a.s., which offers fixed lines, and T-Mobile _Slovgnsko a.s.,
Bystrica OrangeSlovenskga.s.,andT e | e f G2 Sloveka,s.r.o., all
of which offer mobile services Rates are the same
throughout the entire Slovak Republic Gas and electricity
“ gtiavniclkfpdhfrafes are the same for each whole region The price

of water supply and sewageare independent and thus vary

withineachr e g i distnidiss

Trenéin

PieStan
® V. Topoléany volen

R1

R1
Distancefromg t i a vBanetok ®

Bratislava

dgAirportS |1 i al .40 km
) o u AirportBratislava ... 160 km
gﬁg‘;pes ) Nove Zamky i AirportVienna ...230 km
Belgrade i AirportBudapest ... 160 km
Istanbul i AirportPrague ...520 km

K Athens /
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Magnificent mountains, plains and rivers, historical towns and
remarkable cultural events make Slovakia a country worth the
visit. Slovakiais attractive by places unique within the world and
these are offered to everyvisitor of this small country.

Slovakrepublic became a member of UNESC®th of February
1993. Asthe first were in 1993 in the list of UNESCOncluded
three locations. Spis castle with its surroundings,V | k o ladn g
B an sgkt 8 a withitscumique technical work d tajchy.
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Tajchyare artificial reservoirs which served as a reservoirfor water,
energy source to drive the mining machinery for the extraction and
processingof ore. It was a hydro technical solution that fundamentally
affected the existing ways of ore mining in the region of Ba n s K
gt i awvlmckcoh water in the center of the mountain mining
engineers had to solve by the construction of sophisticated water
management system which is unique in Europe Its purpose was to
capture the rainwater from the mountain slopes and by complex
system of ditches fed it into water reservoirs Water in the lakes then
went into the mines and smelters, which drove various mining
machineryand equipment Originallyit wasinthe g t i a Wauntaires
about 60 reservoirs Todayabout a third of them remained and most of
them are used for recreation




